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© Picture of zoning Kamitome village
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Reclaimed rice-fields, Santome Shinden
Santome Shinden or the new rice fields, were reclaimed in July 1694, by order of YANAGISAWA Yoshiyasu, the feudal
lord of the domain of Kawagoe at that time. They ‘are comprised of Kamitome, Nakatome and Shimotome. Kamitome' in
particular, which is located in Miyoshi Town, still retains some traces of that time. It was extremely hard to reclaim new
rice fields, but it was achieved by the labor and wisdom of the farmers. They planted not only trees around their houses
but deutzias and tea:trees on the paths between the rice fields to protect them from the wind, transforming the sterile soil
into fertile ground over successive generations.
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Model of cyclical agriculture,
Process of growing sweet potatoes
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© Hatagata-shitsuke-tanbetsu-oboecho

(a record of crops from the Edo Period to the Meiji Period)
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© Sweet potato Direct sale shop
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Sweet potato white paper,

A sweet potato revolution that stabilized the lives of the peasants

Sweet potatoes produced in Santome have been established with the brand name “Tome-no-
Kawagoe-imo.” Sweet potatoes were introduced into Kanto District because of the Famine of Kyoho
(1732) and spread as an emergency crop. The reddish soil was suitable for cultivating them and the
need for a large amount of fallen leaves for fertilization and the production of their seedlings suited
the conditions of Miyoshi. Accordingly, farmers around Miyoshi began to cultivate sweet potatoes.
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© Tome-no-Kawagoe-imo
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© Beniaka leaves,

one of the varieties of sweet potatoes
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O “Tome-no-Beniaka,”

a spirit distilled from sweet potatoes
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© Satsuma-kago,
the baskets for sweet potatoes




